MALDON & EAST ESSEKX
DISTRICT NEWSLETTER

! "##S %
& '

“Cliff. Don't think this reached you.

Clive

From: Clive Searle

To: CLIFFORD HUNTER

Sent: Sunday, March 01, 2009 10:33 AM
Subject: Heybridge”
Saturday 28th February had Heybridge Lions leaders doing a PI's and Apl's training day.

9 Youngsters tackled tasks like Flags and ceremonies, Fire lighting (with no matches), Cookers and
Lamps, Axe and Saw work and Tent pitching.

There was still time for a game and to put up all the bird boxes that had been made by Lions and
Leopards last half term. It is planned to put some of these acquired skills into practice later on in the
year with a PI's and Apl's weekend camp .

Saturday 21st February saw a new sleep over for Heybridge, Cressing Barns. 18 youngsters arrived
for this event which was only a little cold. (Not as cold as Latvia the week before!).



A guided tour was second on the list after stowing the kit in the right place. After this we had a snack
and the 4 activities were held in the Knights Templers barns. Then there was a roving quiz. Half ten
was calmdown time with a dvd on the projector and a couple of Les's burgers to keep out the cold.

Sleep by 12! And yes they did to a child!!!

6 am saw SOME leaders stiring and all were fed and watered by half seven. Bacon rolls. Always best
on camp.

More activities, this time in the car park area. Leaders packed away the equipment and cleared up.
(Very little mess).

All youngsters collected by ten. Very Very tired.

Thanks go to Sarah, Andrew, Linda, Emma. Simon, Les without whom it would not have run as
smoothly

On behalf of the District the Appointments Sub-Committee welcomes the following new leaders to Scouting,
Deborah Hill and Susan Deighton ABSLs at 1st Heybridge,

Graham Allen ASL at Silver End,

Elizabeth Chapman ASL 1% Beacon Hill

Damien Maher ASL 1% Southminster

Kylie Scott BSL 3™ Witham

Greta Tew ABSL 3" witham.

Nicola Heelam CSL at 1st Tillingham,

Jennine Pook CSL at Beacon Hill.

It was a pleasure to meet such an enthusiastic group of volunteers who will be an asset not only to
their Group but to Scouting. We wish them every success and most importantly they enjoy their
Scouting.

May we also welcome all those new leaders we have interviewed over the last year, without exception
it has been a pleasure to meet you and because of the commitment of all the leaders the District
should be going from strength to strength.

John Reed, Secretary Appointments Sub-Committee.



Dear all,
Cub Funday:

Well, the Cub Scout Funday has come and gone all too soon.

The weather smiled on us, with some 140 Cubs from all corners of our district coming together for a day of fun and
mayhem.

Many thanks are due to all the adult volunteers who turned up for the event and ran a wide variety of activities. The water
pistol battle toward the end of the day was an event in itself, mainly notable to yours truly for the part where 140
youngsters simultaneously emptied the contents of the water pistols all over me.

Hopefully, all the youngsters went home wet and happy!

JOTI/JOTA:

"Jamboree On The Internet" takes place over the weekend of October 17th/18th

October, when special activities are being staged at Prances. You can keep up to date with info for the event at
http://www.thescoutgroup.org.uk/joti/

We would particularly like to hear from any Scouting Adult who holds an Amateur Radio Operators license, so that our
young people can participate in J.0.T.l.'s sister event "Jamboree On The Air" .

For anyone who doesn't understand what J.O.T.I. is all about, please have a look here
http://www.scout.org/en/information_events/events/joti/13th jamboree on_the

internet_17 18 october 2009

Finally, whatever you are up to over the summer, whether you are on holiday or trekking across Europe or camping out
under the stars, have a safe and happy summer.

Very Best regards to you and yours,

Phil Kilburn ADC Cub Scouts 01621 779020

Prances News

The summer term as been extraordinarily busy!

The climbing wall seems to have been in constant use over the last few weeks, we are very grateful to our team of
climbing instructors who give up so much of their valuable time to come to the site and help. We have gained two new
supervisors with one more on the way, and we have had a few that have been signed off to belay with plenty of practice it
won't be long before they too can be signed off as supervisors. During early August we plan to gain two new supervisors
that can supervise under the Guiding Regulations.

We also would like to take this opportunity to thank everybody that comes over to help us at Prances, so many give up
their time to help make the young people have so much FUN. We too have enjoyed it, so many of the young experience
something new here and are extremely hesitant but with patience and time that everybody gives them they leave having
had a fabulous time. The mosquitoes too have had a blood sucking time; in fact we believe the mosquitoes at Prances
have fangs!!



NOTE for diaries: September 26"/27 and October 3"/4™ we have booked another GNAS (Archery Course) it will cost
£140.00 and you will need to be at both weekends to gain your qualification. We would like to think that once you have
gained your certificate that you too will come to Prances to teach the young people Archery and see the pleasure and
satisfaction that they receive on being able to hit the target!! Please call Sara or Andrew on 01621 892876 or email
prancesscout@btinternet.com to confirm your place, we need 12 people to run the course.

Later in the year or into the New Year we will arrange both a Rifle shooting course and another climbing course, so keep
an eye out for dates.

We had a group here recently and they asked if we would mind if they burnt an old tent to show their scouts how quickly a
tent burns, this is now on YouTube and is well worth a look as it is quite frightening how quickly they burn.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XtrZ3A 8yEQ

Another group were here camping and the highlight for them was that a Tawny Owl somehow got itself trapped in the
cage where the oil tank is at the bottom of the field. The young things very quietly stood and watched once help was at
hand the Owl was rescued and to a round of applause set free in the middle of Prances field.

We have had news in recent days that we are to be able to rent Chubbies Field for another year from David Marven. This
is fantastic news as it is a huge asset to your District HQ and suits family camps beautifully as tents can be put up in
Chubbies Field and all activities can be enjoyed to he full out on the main Prances area.

We do hope that those of you going off to camp over the summer hols have a great time and we look forward to hearing
all your stories. Summer here is busy, we have camps for most weeks of the summer holidays so we are sure that in the
next newsletter we have some funny stories to share with you too!

Sara and Andrew.
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Before we all break for the summer holidays, could we please ask you to let your young people know

that casting for next year's Gang Show, 'Pantomime On Treasure ISIand',

will take place on Thursday 10th September at Prances, Wickham Bishops from 19:30 hrs.

Everyone is welcome and we look forward to seeing you then.

In the meantime, have a great summer holiday.
Regards,
Keith

Show Publicity

Congratulations to Terry Wynn, 1%
and Sue Knight of the 1% Maldon Otter
Pat and Sue were presented with their
meeting.

Maldon Kingfisher Beaver Colony ; Pat Kelly
Beaver Colony on achieving their Wood Beads.
insignia by the DC Derek Joyce at the colony

)1 + 23 *

*1 ' & 4



